June 13, 2003

Given his very active participation in our
community, and his work in helping shape
young men into responsible adults, Tony
lasiello is a Lehigh Valley Hero in my book.

Mr. Speaker, this concludes my Report from
Pennsylvania.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
MICHAEL A. WEISS

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, today | have the
honor of saluting a dedicated leader from
Pittsburgh, PA who has spent the past year
doing some remarkable work to help people
living with diabetes.

Michael A. Weiss has had a long, success-
ful and diverse career benefiting numerous
community and charitable organizations, and it
all started following his graduation from our
alma mater, Washington and Jefferson Col-
lege in Washington, PA. He graduated with
honors from W&J in 1970, and went on to
earn his law degree from Vanderbilt University
in 1973. He currently serves as a leader of my
former law firm, the DKW Law Group’s Cor-
porate Practice in downtown Pittsburgh. Mike
was a mentor to me, and the perfect profes-
sional. He is the kind of attorney who takes
good cases, returns calls and gives good ad-
vice to avoid litigation. Today, however, | want
to pay tribute to his service outside his profes-
sion, and on an issue very special to Mike, my
family and countless others.

For the past year, Mike Weiss has served
as Chairman of the National Board of Direc-
tors at the American Diabetes Association.
The ADA is the nation's leading nonprofit
health organization providing diabetes re-
search, information and advocacy. The mis-
sion of the organization is to prevent and cure
diabetes and to improve the lives of all people
affected by diabetes. It has had many suc-
cesses, making living with diabetes less con-
straining and providing info on healthier life-
styles, possibly preventing the onset of Type
I.

Within his role as Chairman, Mike Weiss
has spearheaded the expansion of the ADA’s
advocacy programs. He is responsible for
broadening the reach of ADA and increasing
its partnerships with other groups and associa-
tions working towards the same goals.

For his work with the ADA, Mike Weiss will
be awarded the 2003 Charles Best Award for
Outstanding Contributions and Service to the
Cause of Diabetes.

| wish Mike continued success with the or-
ganization and his other generous work, and |
commend him on his superior service to his
neighbors, community and all those who work
toward an end of diabetes.

RECOGNIZING A TRADITION THAT
HONORS ALL DISABLED AMER-
ICAN VETERANS

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, June 13th,
2003 marks the continuation of a long, estab-
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lished tradition by the Disabled American Vet-
erans organization, with their 62nd annual
State Convention at the Santa Ana Hotel and
Casino on Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico. Its
purpose is to bring together and recognize
those who have fought courageously in our
Armed Forces from our state and from our re-
gion; who have sacrificed much in the name of
our great country to insure the security and
freedom of all its citizens. When a citizen
thinks of OIld Glory, of stars and stripes, of
red, white and blue, they ultimately remember
our men and women in uniform, and the price
they have paid to defend this nation against all
threats, both foreign and domestic. Some
have paid the ultimate price with their lives,
while others have endured great physical and
mental hardships, from the wounds they have
suffered, and the memories they have lived
with from knowing the consequences of war.
Every veteran present at this convention is an
example of this enduring and proud spirit.
These veterans’ sacrifices and the courage
they have shown must never be forgotten.

| am also honored to recognize the spouses
and other family members of those veterans
who have gone to war for the sake of the
United States of America. It is never easy
knowing that your family member is going to
war; of not knowing of the conditions that he
or she is fighting in, or the actions he or she
must take to accomplish the mission, or to
protect a fellow soldier. Separation from a
loved one is always difficult, and trying. Life
continues even during war, as children are
born, as they continue to grow and mature,
and holidays and other personal milestones
pass during this time of separation. Separation
also requires a great deal of endurance as
well, with the hope that their family members
will come home safely. It is this lasting sense
of endurance, patriotism, and dedication to our
nation that characterizes what it means to be
an American.

Mr. Speaker, please join with me to recog-
nize these remarkable individuals who are in
attendance at this convention, both physically
and in spirit, and to remember all that they
have fought for, and all the victories they have
achieved during their careers in the Armed
Forces.

CREDIT UNIONS

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that some in my state have ques-
tioned the patriotism of credit unions, saying
that because they don't pay federal income
tax they are “unpatriotic.” Nothing could be
further from the truth. While credit unions are,
indeed, tax-exempt nonprofit financial co-
operatives owned by their members, their
record of patriotic service to the people of this
nation should not be questioned.

Since first established in the United States
during the early 20th century, credit unions
have helped to serve those in our military;
they are a role model for other financial institu-
tions to follow. Many credit unions have
worked with our soldiers, sailors and airmen
while they have been stationed overseas dur-
ing the recent conflict in the’ Persian Gulf. For
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example, the Navy Federal Credit Union set
up branches and ATM'’s in the Persian Gulf
and onboard ships in order to serve their
members during this conflict.

Credit unions have honored those in service
to our country, not just in this most recent war,
but in other wars as well. For example, the
members of the National Association of Fed-
eral Credit Unions (NAFCU) have raised over
$140,000 for the World War Il Memorial Fund.

Credit unions serve teachers, firefighters,
police, federal employees, students and more
on a daily basis—including many in this Con-
gress. | thank them for supporting the leaders
of our government. As non-profit financial co-
operatives with volunteer boards, credit unions
serve their members’ needs and have been
ranked number one in an independent con-
sumer satisfaction survey for eighteen straight
years—since the inception of the survey.

| applaud the credit unions of this nation for
supporting America’s freedom and urge my
colleagues to do so as well.

SUPPORTING HEAD START

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, Head Start is a
time-tested program that has improved the
lives of children and their families for 38 years.
| am proud to say that Head Start has im-
proved the lives of those in my home district
of San Bernardino County, California.

| recently received a letter from Ms. Brenda
Clayton, a Head Start staff member in San
Bernardino County. In her letter, Ms. Clayton
says that she sees first-hand, every day, what
a difference Head Start makes to children and
their parents.

Ms. Clayton writes, “I generally see the par-
ents at initial application or enrollment proc-
ess, then I'll see these same parents 2 to 3
months later and they are excited to share
with me all the good and wonderful things
their child is now able to say and do, how their
child has a zest for learning.”

As we face the Head Start reauthorization
process, Ms. Clayton has asked me that | do
everything in my authority to see that her pro-
gram does not become block-granted. Unfortu-
nately, | must face the reality that this Repub-
lican-led Congress will impose these block
grants, leaving less money, less oversight and
leaving even more children behind.

Under a block grant system, Head Start is
not guaranteed to receive funding. We must
make sure that Head Start receives funding
and receives it directly so that what little funds
that are given to this highly important program
are not diluted even further.

It simply doesn’t make sense to put the fate
of Head Start into the hands of the States.
Our States are bankrupt! My State of Cali-
fornia faces a budget shortfall of $35 billion.
But once again, we are forcing our cash-
strapped States to pick up the tab at our chil-
dren’s expense.

We have already forced States to pick up
the tab for the unfunded mandates of No Child
Left Behind. And we're now forcing States to
take over what the Federal Government has
proven is a success! Republicans are taking




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-19T17:05:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




